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for a moment, blushing and unobserved but feeling the most
conspicuous object for miles around, and then moved sheep-
ishly to one side. To cover my embarrassment I engaged in
earnest conversation a weedy young man in the crowd.
" I'd 've given something," he said, " to have been on that
ship, wouldn't you, cobber? "
But now the address of welcome began to compel atten-
tion. Aeroplanes droning overhead were soon the only
sounds competing with it. While I listened flies buzzed
about my ears and settled upon the nape of my neck. When
it was over Ellsworth replied, saying he was certainly glad to
be there. There was tumultuous applause. The last line
of defence went down before the tide and the crowd surged
all over the ship. I fought my way on board again. The
wardroom was filled to suffocation. We were grasped by the
hand and patted on the back and told what a jolly fine show
it had all been. With becoming modesty and perfect
truth we said that there was really nothing in it. Voices
raised in greeting filled the hot, tobacco-laden air with a
babel of indistinguishable sound. I began to become
conscious that my face was fixing itself in a mask-like grin
while my eyes wandered over the sea of heads, desperately
measuring the distance to the door. I edged towards it
repeating, " How do you do? " and " Thank you very much,'*
and " Oh, there was really nothing in it."
I fled. In the laboratory Sir Douglas Mawson, sitting
with his long legs outstretched before him, was talking about
the Antarctic and about its problems. He was a tall,
heavily-built man with grey hair and, when he stood up, a
slight stoop. He had the look of a leader, at once wise and
human. He spoke with learning and enthusiasm and with
great breadth of knowledge. As we listened to him the
tumult and the shouting outside seemed to fade away.
The great questions which the Antarctic addresses eternally
to mankind raised their majestic heads again and one knew
that when the sea of oratory had receded they would remain